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A virtuoso of Slovak literature, Pavol Janik (1956), is a Slovak poet
and dramatist. He was President of the Slovak Wnters' Society
(2003-2007), Secretary-General of the SWS (1998-2003, 2007—
2013) and Editor-in-Chief of the literary weekly of the SWS
Literamy tyzdenmk (2010-2013). His works have been translated
imto more than 20 languages and published in more than 30
countries.
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THE CONCERT

Do not be afraid of sudden outeries of the orchestra!
That does not mean the conductor

has seen my hand on your knee.

Allow a kiss.

Know, that your sex outrages you only as much,

as the music is anxious about the applause.

(1981)
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PEDESTRIAN WITH ABSOLUTE RIGHT OF WAY

Live life

without a car.

Be slower than a trolley bus.

Be tired.

Be late.

Be unable to get out of the city.
Be unable to amrive at yourself.
Be a pedestrian.

Entire and without impediments.

To subvert the rules

regardless of anything.

(1985)

Volume-TI

The Touch

Landscape of a country of nuracles.

Beds of the bankless rivers of salty water.
Under them flows a boiling metal.

A female trunk 1s smouldering in my arms.

(1981)
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AN URGENT POEM

Ceaselessly you enter my mind

like an urgent poem

to dispute fixed views on life

and change accepted images of the word.
Unstoppably you come

to electnty

the unshakeable conviction

that a man is a self-sufficient being.

Thus we always live unthinkingly together,
and far from one another

1 our two-n-one dream.

Always you enter my mund

when I'm woken from sleep by air raids

of themes, images and pictures of poetry.
And thus I know that everything belongs indivisibly to ourselves
Just as we do to each other.

This 1s the urgent poem.

whose point you force me to keep silent
like a secret,

where there’s no place for another

and which can exist completely without words
and other witnesses.

(1985)

Volume-II

38



