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Pavol Janik

NEW YORK

In a horizontal mirror 

of the straightened bay 

the points of an angular city 

stabbing directly into the starry sky.

In the glittering sea of lamps 

flirtatious flitting boats 

tremble marvellously 

on your agitated legs 

swimming in the lower deck 

of a brocade evening dress.

Suddenly we are missing persons 

like needles in a labyrinth of tinfoil.

Some things we take personally — 

stretch limousines, 

moulting squirrels in central Park 

and the metal body of dead freedom.

In New York most of all it’s getting dark…

The glittering darkness lights up.

The thousand-armed luster of the mega city 

writes Einstein’s message about the speed of light 

every evening on the gleaming surface of the water. 

And again before the dusk the silver screen 

of the New York sky floods 

with hectolitres of Hollywood blood.

Where does the empire of glass and marble reach? 

Where do the slim rackets of the skyscrapers aim?

God buys a hot dog 

at the bottom of a sixty-storey street.

God is a black 

and loves the grey color of concrete.

His sun was born from himself 

in a paper box 

from the newest sort of slave.

(Original Slovak translated by James Sutherland 

Smith)

Pavol Janik, was born in 

1956 in Bratislava, where 

he also studied film and 

television dramaturgy and 

scriptwriting at the Drama 

Faculty of the Academy of 

Performing Arts (VSMU). He 

has worked at the Ministry 

of Culture (1983-87), in the 

media and in advertising. 

President of the Slovak 

Writers’ Society (2003-07) 

and the Secretary-General 

of the SWS (1998-2003, 

2007—). He has received a 

number of awards for his 

literary and advertising 

work both in his own 

country and abroad. The 

below poem was originally 

published in the Indian 

literary review, Kritya.

Pavol Janik

Product

Falling Boxes

Outside the Lines

Studio

No Place to Die

Gabriel Boyer,

Normal Feelings

Spiny Retinas

Lina Ramona

Vitkauskas

Welcome to
Weltschmerz

Gabriel Boyer

Twilight at the
Lady Jane Grey
College for Little
Ladies

Gabriel Boyer

Home

Product

About Us

Series

Song-a-Day

Apocryphal Histories

Three Things

Of a Garish Amateur

My Asinine Life

Tao Te Ching

Bedroom Theater

The Excerpt Series

Austrians in April

Mutable Radio Show

Twilight at the Lady

Features

Letter from the Editor

Manifesto of the Month

Sound of the Month

This is Not a Review

Stories & Poems

Interviews & Press

In the Mutableye

Artists

AD Jameson

Animal Hospital

Beta Male

Box Kites

Colin Winnette

Crank Sturgeon +

Lineland

Gabriel Boyer

Happiness Island

Lina Ramona Vitkauskas

Liszts

Normal Feelings

OTL Summer Music

Project

Paplib

The Thousand Eyes

The Mannerists

https://enjoymutable.com/home/janiksnewyork
https://enjoymutable.com/home/category/Poetry
http://www.diogenpro.com/interview-pavol-janik.html
https://enjoymutable.com/home/fallingboxes
https://enjoymutable.com/home/fallingboxes
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Outside+the+Lines+Studio
https://enjoymutable.com/home/noplacetodie
https://enjoymutable.com/home/noplacetodie
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Gabriel+Boyer
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Normal+Feelings
https://enjoymutable.com/home/spinyretinas
https://enjoymutable.com/home/spinyretinas
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Lina+Ramona+Vitkauskas
https://enjoymutable.com/home/welcometoweltschmerz
https://enjoymutable.com/home/welcometoweltschmerz
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Gabriel+Boyer
https://enjoymutable.com/home/twilightattheladyjanegreycollegeforlittleladies
https://enjoymutable.com/home/twilightattheladyjanegreycollegeforlittleladies
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Gabriel+Boyer
https://enjoymutable.com/
https://enjoymutable.com/
https://enjoymutable.com/product
https://enjoymutable.com/home/aboutus
https://enjoymutable.com/home/category/Series
https://enjoymutable.com/songaday
https://enjoymutable.com/apocryphal-histories
https://enjoymutable.com/three-things
https://enjoymutable.com/of-a-garish-amateur
https://enjoymutable.com/my-asinine-life
https://enjoymutable.com/tao-te-ching
https://enjoymutable.com/bedroom-theater
https://enjoymutable.com/the-excerpt-series
https://enjoymutable.com/austrians-in-april
https://enjoymutable.com/mutableradioshow
https://enjoymutable.com/twilightatthelady
https://enjoymutable.com/home/category/Feature
https://enjoymutable.com/letter-from-the-editor
https://enjoymutable.com/test-2-1
https://enjoymutable.com/sound-of-the-month
https://enjoymutable.com/home/category/This%20is%20not%20a%20Review
https://enjoymutable.com/home/category/Story
https://enjoymutable.com/home/category/Press
https://enjoymutable.com/home/category/Isstillcools**t
https://enjoymutable.com/home/category/Artist
https://enjoymutable.com/adjameson
https://enjoymutable.com/animalhospital
https://enjoymutable.com/betamale
https://enjoymutable.com/boxkites
https://enjoymutable.com/colinwinnette
https://enjoymutable.com/cranklineland
https://enjoymutable.com/gabrielboyer
https://enjoymutable.com/happinessisland
https://enjoymutable.com/linaramonavitkauskas
https://enjoymutable.com/liszts
https://enjoymutable.com/normalfeelings
https://enjoymutable.com/otlsummerproject
https://enjoymutable.com/paplib
https://enjoymutable.com/thethousandeyes
https://enjoymutable.com/themannerists
https://www.facebook.com/Mutable-Sound-12408411238/
https://twitter.com/mutablesound
mailto:mail@mutablesound.com


18. 2. 2021 Pavol Janik — Mutable

https://enjoymutable.com/home/janiksnewyork 2/5

Prev / Next

 Share

A Mutable
Decade

Various

Revelation

Colin Winnette

Cast and
Costumes

Paplib

Other Occasions
Not Minded

Crank Sturgeon,

Lineland

Amazing Adult
Fantasy

A D Jameson

Glitter Tracks

Box Kites

https://enjoymutable.com/home/podcast10
https://enjoymutable.com/home/podcast9
https://enjoymutable.com/home/wedontlikecats-lb6z4-7sgnr
https://enjoymutable.com/home/wedontlikecats-lb6z4-7sgnr
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Various
https://enjoymutable.com/home/revelation
https://enjoymutable.com/home/revelation
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Colin+Winnette
https://enjoymutable.com/home/ckstandcostumes
https://enjoymutable.com/home/ckstandcostumes
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Paplib
https://enjoymutable.com/home/otheroccasionsnotminded
https://enjoymutable.com/home/otheroccasionsnotminded
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Crank+Sturgeon
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Lineland
https://enjoymutable.com/home/amazingadultfantasy
https://enjoymutable.com/home/amazingadultfantasy
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=A+D+Jameson
https://enjoymutable.com/home/glitter%20tracks
https://enjoymutable.com/home/glitter%20tracks
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Box+Kites


18. 2. 2021 Pavol Janik — Mutable

https://enjoymutable.com/home/janiksnewyork 3/5

Live at the Pie
House

The Mannerists

A Survey of my
Failures This Far

Gabriel Boyer

Big Trouble in
Little China

Liszts

Good or Plenty,
Streets +
Avenues

Animal Hospital

Seven Nights in
the Bedroom

Gabriel Boyer

Battery Power

Beta Male

https://enjoymutable.com/home/liveatthepiehouse
https://enjoymutable.com/home/liveatthepiehouse
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=The+Mannerists
https://enjoymutable.com/home/asurveyofmyfailuresthisfar
https://enjoymutable.com/home/asurveyofmyfailuresthisfar
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Gabriel+Boyer
https://enjoymutable.com/home/bigtroubleinlittlechina
https://enjoymutable.com/home/bigtroubleinlittlechina
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Liszts
https://enjoymutable.com/home/goodorplenty
https://enjoymutable.com/home/goodorplenty
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Animal+Hospital
https://enjoymutable.com/home/sevennightsinthebedroom
https://enjoymutable.com/home/sevennightsinthebedroom
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Gabriel+Boyer
https://enjoymutable.com/home/batterypower
https://enjoymutable.com/home/batterypower
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Beta+Male


18. 2. 2021 Pavol Janik — Mutable

https://enjoymutable.com/home/janiksnewyork 4/5

How to Tell the
Living from the
Dead

Gabriel Boyer

The Textbook
Tapes

Gabriel Boyer, The

Thousand Eyes

Manifesto I

Various Authors

A Journey to…
Happiness Island

Happiness Island

Enjoymutable.com is 

the website of 

Mutable, a loose 

conglomeration of 

artists making 

books, music and 

other products, as 

well as sharing their 

ideas on the web 

and in the world. You 

can read more about 

us here.

https://enjoymutable.com/home/howtotellthelivingfromthedead
https://enjoymutable.com/home/howtotellthelivingfromthedead
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Gabriel+Boyer
https://enjoymutable.com/home/textbooktapes
https://enjoymutable.com/home/textbooktapes
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Gabriel+Boyer
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=The+Thousand+Eyes
https://enjoymutable.com/home/manifestoi
https://enjoymutable.com/home/manifestoi
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Various+Authors
https://enjoymutable.com/home/journeytohappiness
https://enjoymutable.com/home/journeytohappiness
https://enjoymutable.com/?tag=Happiness+Island
http://enjoymutable.com/
https://enjoymutable.com/aboutus


18. 2. 2021 Pavol Janik — Mutable

https://enjoymutable.com/home/janiksnewyork 5/5


